
Minister in Placement: Vacant. 

Current Ministry Team: Rev G Newell, Rev E Fragar, B Perry, J Mace, C Beck. 

Office/Pastoral Support Assistant: Mrs Evelyn Daley. 

Office Hours: 9.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/lismoreregionalmission 

Red Dove Café: 8.00am to 2.30pm Monday to Friday. Phone: 6621 8893 

Red Dove Op Shop: 9.00am to 3.00pm Monday to Friday. 

Emergency Number: 6626 6933  Prayer Chain: John Mace 6628 2392 

Items for this newsletter to volunteers email: lucvolunteers@gmail.com 
DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS -12 NOON TUESDAY. 

29 MARCH WORSHIP SERVICES 
All services suspended until further 
notice.  

Morning  
Tea 

Discontinued until further notice. If unavailable on date 
listed please try to swap 
with another person on 
the roster. Thank you. Stewards Apr: E Barry, B Baker 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

22 Mar: 1 Sam 16: 1-13 
  Eph 5: 8-14 
  Jn 9: 1-41 
  Ps 23 

29 Mar: Ez 37: 1-14 
  Rom 8: 6-11 
  Jn 11: 1-45 
  Ps 130 

Jesus heals a man born blind. 
John chapter 9. 

WELCOME to worship, especially those who are visiting with us. 

May you share rich fellowship with Christ and His people today. 

LISMORE 
REGIONAL MISSION 

80 Keen Street, (PO Box 1132), Lismore NSW 2480  phone: 02 6621 5801  
email: lismoreuc@gmail.com  website: https://lismoreregionalmission.wordpress.com 

NEWSLETTER 

 22 MARCH 2020 

PSALM 23 

 

In some traditions, today used to be known as Laetare (‘Rejoice!’) 

Sunday: the pivotal moment when, by Lenten tradition, our devotions 

take a turn from mournfulness to hope, from repentance to promised 

restoration. Psalm 23, with its restored souls and cups overflowing, is 

perfect for the day—as well as rather satisfyingly completing a week 

that began with the anointing of the boy-shepherd David. I wonder, 

though, whether we may be so used to hearing Psalm 23 as a  

luminous song of still waters and sweetness, security and strength, 

that we miss the pivotal moment of restoration at its heart. This is, 

after all, the testimony of a wanderer in the wilderness: in shadow 

and under threat, but being sustained, protected, and ultimately led 

home to safety and shalom. In the Hebrew text, the psalmist  

envisions not so much “dwelling” in the house of the LORD for the 

rest of his days, as returning there. This, perhaps, is also our Lenten 

testimony: a song of wandering and being called home; of turning 

and re-turning, at last, to the God who has been there for us all 

along. And this, perhaps, is the pivotal moment: when in the midst  

of his darkest valley, the psalmist stops speaking about God (“He 

makes . . . leads . . . restores”) and turns his heart to God (“You are 

with me”). This might just be our turning point, too. 

 

At what points in your life have you wandered from, and then  

returned to dwell in, the house of the Lord? 
 

From With Love to the World. 



WHAT’S HAPPENING 

THIS WEEK 

PLEASE NOTE—NEWSLETTERS ARE PUBLISHED EACH WEEK  on the website: 
 https://lismoreregionalmission.wordpress.com and click on NEWSLETTERS. 

THURSDAY—FOOD PANTRY will be in recess until further notice. 
 —KYB NIMBIN in recess Contact Dorothy on 6689 1177.  

TEMPORARY CHURCH CLOSURES 

By now we are sure that most people are aware that until further notice there will 
be no services held in any of the Lismore Regional Mission Centre’s.  While this  
decision was deliberated by the individual Church Council Members, it was made 
unanimously by each of them, based on the recommendations of the Synod and 
Presbytery.  On Friday (and over the weekend) Barry Perry, and others personally 
rang each person for whom we had contact number for.  They have either spoken 
with people or left a message.    

KEEPING IN TOUCH We will use the newsletter to keep people up to date, and the 
newsletter is posted each week on the Lismore Regional Mission  
website: www.lismoreregionalmission/wordpress.com  We will also post any  
relevant information and worship resources from the Synod as they come to hand.  
Our FACEBOOK page will also be regularly updated with information.  And we are 
looking to developing ways to make phone contact with people during this time. 

CHURCH OFFICE will remain open as long as possible so if you do require any infor-
mation or prayers please contact the office on 6621 5801. 

RED DOVE CAFÉ is still open to the public at this stage so if you are out and about 
why not consider lunch or morning tea.  They are also providing Take-Away or 
Home Delivered Meals.  Please ring on 6621 8893 to discuss the menu and place 
your orders.  They are working on acquiring a mobile EFTPOS machine to reduce 
cash handling and facilitate physical distancing.  PLEASE TELL YOUR FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS. 

CENTER SHOP is still open to the public so why not come down and shop for some 
bargains. 

FOOD PANTRY it has been decided that we suspend this activity.  This decision was 
made base on several factors: many of our customers and volunteers are over the 
70 yr age range; the close proximity of the space in which the Food Pantry operates 
including the storerooms, and we were unable to source hand sanitisers to ensure 
that we could follow current protocols. 

WELFARE  This will continue with the stocks we have plus we will make food parcels 
using the current Food Pantry stock, to avoid wastage. 

Thank you all for your understanding during this time we will endeavour to keep you 
updated on any changes if/when they come to hand.  God Bless. 

UNITING CHURCH TOURS 2020.— 

We are waiting on further information 
MARY VALLEY RATTLER, GYMPIE—Tuesday 19 May to Friday 22 May ‘20 

 Cost: $994.00pp, $195.00 extra single supplement.  
 Deposit $200.00,  balance to be paid by 21 April ‘20. 
 Leader: Bob Richardson Ph 0409 981 692  
 Alternate: Win Playford Ph 6662 1139   Chaplain: TBA 

 AUSTRALIAN OUTBACK SPECTACULAR: HEARTLAND—Tuesday 7 July to 
 Wednesday 8 July ‘20. 
 Cost: $650.00pp, $120.00 extra single supplement.  
 Full payment to be in by 21 May ’20 
 Leader: Del Sinclair Ph 6628 1753 
 Alt Contact: Bob Richardson Ph 0409 981 692  

EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICE—BEXHILL OAC 7.00am. This service will be 
CANCELLED.  HOWEVER– While there will be no Service Rev Elaine Fragar will be at 
the Open Air Cathedral and will provide prayer for anyone who would like its.  The 
Open Air Cathedral being an open space is available ALL YEAR ROUND for people to 
go to and to have some private time, meditation and prayer.  Please use this facility 
if you feel you need a dedicated space to focus on the Lord, maintaining connectiv-
ity to the cross and to focus on the Lord. 

DIRECT GIVING PROCESS—A growing number of our congregation are now using 
the Direct Giving method for their offerings. This is a simple and safe process and is 
administered by the giver through the Lismore finance office. The process involves   
completion of a simple form by the giver. Giving can be changed or terminated  
easily if required. Our Church Council has asked that we raise this matter for  
consideration by church members. Should you wish to make a change or seek more 
detail please see Alan Hoskins or Glenda Briggs from Lismore congregation who 
will gladly assist. Our Ministry team and Lay Preachers include direct giving in the 
prayer at the time offerings are brought forward. Some members choose to have 
giving envelopes so that they are able to  place an empty envelope on the  
collection plate. These are available from the office should anyone require them.  
We would like to encourage people to maintain their giving in this time.  
 

SAVE THE DATE—WOMEN IN MINISTRY RETREAT, 17-20 May. Facilitator Rev 
Greer Dokmanovic.  For ministers, deacons, pastors and others in specified  
ministries. More information to come.  
Email Christine Palmer: Christine@pnpuca.org.au.  
WE ARE WAITING ON A REPLY FROM THE ORGANISERS REGARDING WHETHER THIS 
EVENT WILL PROCEED. 


