
Minister in Placement: Vacant. 

Current Ministry Team: Rev G Newell, Rev E Fragar, B Perry, J Mace, C Beck. 

Office/Pastoral Support Assistant: Mrs Evelyn Daley. 

Office Hours: 9.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/lismoreregionalmission 

Red Dove Café: 8.00am to 2.00pm Monday to Friday. Phone: 6621 8893 

Red Dove Op Shop: suspended. 

Items for this newsletter to volunteers email: lucvolunteers@gmail.com 
DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS -12 NOON TUESDAY. 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

PALM SUNDAY 

05 Apr: Is 50:4-9 

  PS 118:1-2, 19-29 

  Phil 2:5-11 

  Matt 21:1-11 

GOOD FRIDAY 

10 Apr Is 52:13-53:12 

  Ps 22 

  Heb 10:16-25 

  John 18:1–19:42 

EASTER SUNDAY 

12 Apr Acts 10:34-43 

  Ps 118:1-2 

  Col 3:1-4 

  John 20:1-8 

Today’s Giggle  
LOOKING BACK 

The Sunday school teacher has just  
finished telling the class the story of 
how Lot’s wife looked back and was  
immediately turned into a pillar of salt. 

The class was silent for awhile when  
suddenly a little girl put up hand to 
the teacher and said; 

“Well, one day when mummy was 
driving our car, she looked backed 
and turned into a telegraph pole.” 

Supplied by Barry Perry 
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The crowds that went 
ahead of him and those 
that followed shouted; 

“Hosanna to the Son of 
David!” 

Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest!” 

Matthew 21:9 

PLEASE READ THIS NEWSLETTER CAREFULLY AS IT CONTAINS INFORMATION  
RELATING TO THE LISMORE REGIONAL MISSION AND THE STEPS WE ARE TAKING TO 

KEEP YOU INVORMED AND UPDATED ON WHAT IS HAPPENING. 

LISMORE 
REGIONAL MISSION 

NEWSLETTER 

05 APRIL 2020 

Palm Sunday 

It’s Palm Sunday. 

We know what we do on Palm Sunday. 

We remember the enthusiasm we had as children, waving the branches around the 

church – clopping paper cups on the floor, or even coconut husks, and “Trotting, 

trotting through Jerusalem …” 

All the expected trappings. 

But it wasn’t expected for the people coming into Jerusalem for the Passover. 

I wonder if even the religious officials expected that Jesus would be so blasé.  It  

almost created a riot!  ‘When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, 

asking, “Who is this?”’ 

Well, today is not so expected either.  We didn’t expect to be celebrating Palm  

Sunday in virtual silence! And separated from each other!  It is a day for singing, but 

we join in the feelings of the people of Israel in their exile: “How can we sing the 

Lord’s song in a strange land?” (Psalm 137:4) 

The truth is, that if we are God’s people in this place, then we can sing the Lord’s 

song in this strange environment.  In our hearts, our prayers, and our conversation 

with others, we find the spark that fuelled the fire in the crowds on that first Palm 

Sunday. We acknowledge, with them, Jesus as our King.  We walk the difficult road 

with him to a cross – through the worst environment – the bleakest “strange land” – 

and to the new life of Easter day. 

May God bless you in your journey through this strange land. 

If you have access to a computer, these three YouTube videos may help you to sing 

the Lord’s song: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6aBwHLqImg - How Can We Sing (In A 

Strange Land) – the group Commissioned 

The lyrics of this song can be found here: https://www.newreleasetoday.com/

lyricsdetail.php?lyrics_id=102077 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTAl273ptkQ This is my favourite Hosanna 

song, and may even get you dancing! - "Sana,Sananina" - La Brénadienne 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyPEohF6qq8 - When peace like a river 

      Rev Elaine Fragar 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6aBwHLqImg
https://www.newreleasetoday.com/lyricsdetail.php?lyrics_id=102077
https://www.newreleasetoday.com/lyricsdetail.php?lyrics_id=102077
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTAl273ptkQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyPEohF6qq8


WHAT’S HAPPENING 

PLEASE NOTE—NEWSLETTERS ARE PUBLISHED EACH WEEK  on the website: 
 https://lismoreregionalmission.wordpress.com /church-newsletters 

Some Very Good News—It gives us great pleasure to announce that Rob & 
Thea Buchan will be remotely working for the Lismore Regional Mission,  
supporting our Congregation during this time, up until 1st September 2020.  
Rob & Thea will be providing some YouTube videos for us to all access and 
details will be shared in the coming newsletters, on Facebook and on the 
Website.  

Rob & Thea have written a “newsletter” to the congregation regarding their 
activities since returning to their home in Berry, after their Supply Period 
with us.  This letter has been appended to the end of this newsletter. 

Rob & Thea may be contacted in the following ways: 
Mobile (Rob): 0423 121 984 
Home: (02) 4464 3160 
Email: revrobert@iinet.net.au 
Skype: robert.thea.buchan NB. Please call ahead and advise of skype contact 
if you wish to use this method. 

To Rob & Thea we say welcome back! 

TEMPORARY CHURCH CLOSURES All services suspended. Please see Live streaming 
details below. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH In the week leading up to Easter I hope to contact as many  
people as possible to find out what I can do to help you remain connected to your 
church.  I will also be offering some over-the-phone guidance through the Website 
if this is needed. 

NEWSLETTERS We are seeking contributions from as many members as possible, 
this could be in the form of a joke, anecdote, or even let us know of any special 
events: birthdays, anniversaries, etc.  We hope to share in all the joys of life as we 
remain physically distanced but socially connected.  If you do not wish to receive 
the Newsletter please send a request to opt out to the Church Office.  Email to  
lismoreuc@gmail.com with the subject NEWSLETTER. 

CHURCH OFFICE will remain open as long as possible, however some changes have 
been made.  OPEN OFFICE HOURS ARE NOW 9:00 am—12:00 pm, lunch break will 
be 12:00—12:30, then the office doors will be locked until 3:30 pm.  Evelyn will be 
in the office until 3:30 pm to answer your calls. So if you do require any information 
or prayers please contact the office on 6621 5801. 

Just for fun 
Below are some activities for you to do during this time if 

you wish.  

Sudoku 

Trivia 
1 Carl and The Passions changed their name to which band? 

2 Where can you find the London Bridge today?  

3 Who was the first man in space? 

4 Who betrayed Jesus to the Romans? 

5 Who starred as the Six Million Dollar Man? 

6 What is given on the 4th Day of Christmas? 

Answers: 1-The Beach Boys; 2-USA; 3-Yuri Gagarin;  
4-Judas Escariot; 5-Lee Majors; 6-Calling birds 



However, we found people in the communities and retirees, campervan 
owners and tourists were (as had been requested) frequenting the  
remaining cafes, businesses and sanctuaries that remained (including 
Mogo Zoo with its amazing stories of struggle and sacrifice). In Cobargo, 
armed with ten envelopes that were simply addressed with ‘A Gift from 
the Lismore Regional Mission Uniting Church’, we were able to donate to 
the Rural Fire Brigade (who lost two of their team to the fires – a father 
and son) and we located an ex-Uniting Chaplain who, with her partner, 
had defended not only their property but saved the local Catholic church 
next door. She was also providing free lodging to some folks from  
Bermagui, so we were able to hand over some more envelopes. We then 
went to Bega and found another friend who was working as a Disaster 
Recovery Chaplain and we gave him the remaining envelopes to  
distribute. The last of these will be handed out to fire affected folks in 
the Lake Conjola area over Easter. 

And how right it is that when we think of Easter – which initially was 
about death and grief – but ended up with new life and hope rising from 
the ashes on Easter Sunday. 

Please continue to touch the world with compassion and love through 
your generosity. Thank you 

Hope to catch up soon. 

May God keep you in his warm and comforting embrace, 
You are in our hearts. 

Rev. Rob and Thea 

RED DOVE CAFÉ Due to a significant down turn in trade the unavoidable decision 
was made to suspend trading in the Red Dove.   
CENTER SHOP trading is suspended. 
FOOD PANTRY Operations are now suspended 

We look forward to your support of these activities of your church when we return 
at a date hopefully in the not too distant future.  

WELFARE is now only offered between 10:00 am—12:00.  We are using up what 
stock we have and Barry and Diane Perry have made up some hampers using Food 
Pantry Stocks.  This will operate for as long as we can or until stock runs out. 

OFFERINGS While the office is open you are invited to continue your weekly  
offering, which can be brought into the office between 9:00 am—12:00pm. This 
may be helpful for those who have giving envelopes these envelops can be  
obtained at the Church Office. Or you may wish to consider the Direct Giving or 
Direct Deposit Options (see below).  

DIRECT GIVING PROCESS—A growing number of our congregation members are 
now using the Direct Giving method for their offerings. This process is by way of 
electronic automated transfer from your bank account for the specific amount of 
your offering contribution.  A simple form needs to be completed by the giver 
providing bank details and your consent for this process to be activated. With 
weekly worship services now suspended until further notice, this method of giving 
might be suitable to ensure your offering is still received for God’s work and mis-
sion. Should you wish to arrange to do this the forms are available from the office. 
These are available from the office should anyone require them.   

DIRECT DEPOSIT—This option allows you to make transfers from your bank  
account into the Lismore Regional Mission account. You can transfer your desired 
amount and you can change this amount as your personal situation changes.  
There are no forms to fill out.  Please use the following details: 

Account: Lismore Regional Mission 
BSB 634 634 
Acc 1000 30310 
Reference: Tithings or Offerings 

We would like to encourage people to maintain their giving in this time.  

EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICE—BEXHILL OAC 7.00am. CANCELLED.   

LIVE STREAMING SERVICES:  The website has details of all churches across not only 
the NSW/ACT Synod, but the whole Assembly, who are posting live streaming  
services. This can be found at www.lismoreregionalmission.wordpress.com/weekly
-worship-resources 



 A Ministry Musing from Rev. Rob Buchan 

Greetings to our dear church family in the 
churches of Lismore Regional Mission. As I 
write it has been fully six weeks since Thea and 
I took our leave from you to head back south to 
our little place just outside Berry on the South 
Coast. 

You have been on our hearts and in our prayers 
ever since as we have tried to work out ways in 
which we can support you in your love, faith 
and mission. Coming back physically, at this 
stage, seems to be out of the question – for the 
world has changed dramatically in that short 

period – hasn’t it? Social distancing, quarantining, an uncontrolled virus 
and an economic collapse have meant that we all need to find new and 
creative ways of being the church. 

I have spoken with Rev. Bill Fischer, Rev. Elaine, Barry, Alan and John 
about helping out LRM. I’ll be ringing folks from time to time and  
hopefully putting written and video resources together to support you in 
your worship and life [something I know Rev Elaine is already  
considering]. 

At this difficult time we should all take the 
words of Psalm 46 into our soul and our 
spirit and remember that God says not  
only ‘Be Still and know that I am 
God’ (verse 10) but that the psalm begins 
and ends with an invocation to trust in 
God and find our refuge in him. 

These are the words that open the psalm. 
‘God is our refuge and strength, a very pre-
sent help in trouble. Therefore we will not 
fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the 
heart of the sea.’ 

We are strong because we can acknowledge our weakness and know 
‘that fear of the Lord’ is not the same as ‘fear of the circumstances’. 

Today, I just wanted to report some good news. We want you to know 
that you blessed Thea and I when we were physically amongst you. You 
have continued to do that for us in our absence and you have blessed 
many others on the South Coast, even though you may not have realised 
it. 

On our last day in Lismore, we received gifts of chocolates (that’s the way 
to Robert’s heart), flowers (that’s the way to Thea’s heart) and an  
envelope which we subsequently discovered contained $500 in notes. Our 
first reaction was to find a way to hand it back, but how to you reject a 
gift from the giver, whatever the gift. We were humbled by the generosi-
ty of folks many of who we know struggle to balance budgets and stretch 
resources. 

So we decided to accept the blessing and to bless others. 

About two weeks ago we had a few days in our caravan down at  
Bateman’s Bay. The South Coast, like the North Coast, was devastated by 
fires especially just before the New Year. 

Little hamlets such as Nerrigundah have almost completely disappeared, 
Mogo lost a number of houses,  
churches and businesses right in the 
centre of town, Cobargo lost lives and 
places of gatherings and Conjola lost the 
many homes and the holiday season on 
which the community relied heavily. And 
so the list goes on. In between the 
blackened stumps and fences and corrugated iron, the trees were  
springing new growth and the hills were green. We noted the absence of 
birdlife and animals and many places were eerily quiet. 


