
PLEASE READ THIS NEWSLETTER CAREFULLY AS IT CONTAINS INFORMATION  
RELATING TO THE LISMORE REGIONAL MISSION AND THE STEPS WE ARE TAKING TO KEEP YOU IN-

FORMED AND UPDATED ON WHAT IS HAPPENING. 
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Welcome to our temporary “New Look” Newsletter.  After some feedback received regarding the pervious 

newsletters which were sent out and or posted online it was determined that they were a little disjointed 

and difficult to follow, especially for those without a printer or who could not print on both sides.  Don’t  

panic the original format will return once life returns to normal, it is hoped that this format will make it  

easier to be read online or printed.  Please note that your feedback is always welcome and we will try to 

accommodate any recommendations or suggestions as best we can.  Especially as I navigate my way 

around providing you the information and the works of those who contribute to this newsletter.  

God Is With Us 

For most of us an Easter without the Dawn service, without a worship time full of wonderful upbeat  

resurrection hymns, Easter Egg hunts, extended family gatherings with lots of food, and the Royal Easter 

Show, is not really an Easter at all. 

But despite the lack of these things in 2020, there is one immutable, eternal, unchangeable event that cannot 

be taken from people of Christian faith and that is… ‘God is with us’ for ‘Christ is Risen’ (‘He is Risen indeed’ 

is out response to these words whenever we see them or hear them) This year our Easter Sunday service will 

be accessible via our Facebook Page, Mission website or in the newsletter or on YouTube (our channel is 

Lismore Regional Mission) and we hope you will joyfully proclaim the response when you hear the prompt. 

In the service this Easter Sunday we will look at Matthew’s rendition of the resurrection of Jesus. We will  

focus on the importance of Earthquakes – in his Gospel and particularly on that first Easter morning.  

Earthquakes are most often associated with disasters and death and grieving – not until the Covid-19 pan-

demic that rages around our globe at this time. 

However, what if an earthquake or disaster ushered in a new era, a time of new hope. Indeed Matthew has 

some lessons for us in his Gospel that we can learn from some 20 centuries after he first wrote them down. 

Please take the time to be involved in our Good Friday and Easter morning ‘gathering’ this year. 

Blessings from the both of us. 

Rev. Rob Buchan 

Supply Senior Minister for Lismore Regional Mission. 

80 Keen Street, (PO Box 1132), Lismore NSW 2480  phone: 02 6621 5801  
email: lismoreuc@gmail.com   

website: https://lismoreregionalmission.wordpress.com 



EASTER DAY—Meditation 

Galations 2: 20 

‘I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live but Christ lives in me. The life I live in 
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loves me and gave himself for me.’ 

After years of grinding physical work and the mind numbing oppression of a Russian labour 
camp, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn became so depressed that he wanted to die. He had lost hope. 
Laying his shovel down, he walked over to a bench and sat down, knowing full well that at any 
moment a guard could come by and use that shovel to beat him to death. 

It was then that a fellow inmate picked up a stick and in the sand at Solzhenitsyn’s feet traced out 
the sign of the cross.  As  Solzhenitsyn stared at it, his entire perspective and spirit shifted.  Real-
ising the cross represented the greatest power in the universe, he slowly rose to his feet, picked 
up his shovel, and went back to work under the sign of the cross……….(taken from THE WORD 
FOR TODAY) 

********************************************* 

The importance of the cross can only be discovered when we lay aside our pride, single  
mindedness and preconceived notions. At times through this life, when we are stooped low, our 
only way back up is found in the cross of Jesus.  In our weakness we must rise up and like  
Solzhenitsyn, pick up that shovel of burden and despair and push through whatever it is that 
shackles and binds us. 

Then and only then does the message of Easter bring us hope and assurance that new life awaits 
us after the empty cross.  

Because of Good Friday, we can look back and not be afraid. 

Because of Easter we can look ahead and not be fearful. 

Because of Ascension Day we can look up and be assured of God promises. 

Because of Pentecost we can look inwardly, outwardly and upwards being led by the Holy Spirit. 

William Sangster, the great Methodist leader who supported Londoners through the horrors of the 
blitz during WW2, fell seriously ill during this period.  A terrible disease paralyzed his body and 
eventually his vocal chords.  On the Easter just before he died, he managed to scribble this short 
note to his daughter which said; 

How terrible to wake up on Easter and have no voice to shout , “He is Risen!” 

Far worse, to have a voice and not want to shout, “He is Risen, He is Risen!” 

Prepared by Barry Perry 
Preaching Team 
Lismore Regional Mission 

POOR SICK BOY 

One Easter Sunday, a little boy was seated beside his mother in church when he announced to her he  
feeling sick. 

‘Well,’ his mother said; ‘go out through the front door and around to the back of the church and throw up 
behind a bush. 

After less than a minute, the boy returned to his pew and sat alongside his mother. 

‘Gee, you were quick. Were you sick?  ’ his mother inquired.   

The boy replied; ‘Yes, I was. But I found a box right near the front door that said; FOR THE SICK!’ 

Barry Perry  
Contributor 

Today’s Giggle  



WHAT’S HAPPENING 

REMOTE SUPPLY MINISTRY—Rob & Thea are contributing in many ways including posting videos 
on to the Lismore Regional Mission Website, and creating a Lismore Regional Mission YouTube 
channel.   

Rob has provided us with a printed Service which can be followed along with the videos, or with-
out, there are two services for this week: Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  

Rob & Thea may be contacted in the following ways: 
Mobile (Rob): 0423 121 984 
Home: (02) 4464 3160 
Email: revrobert@iinet.net.au 
Skype: robert.thea.buchan NB. Please call ahead and advise of skype contact if you wish to use 
this method. 

To Rob & Thea we say welcome back! 

TEMPORARY CHURCH CLOSURES All services suspended. Please see Live streaming details  
below.  Or follow Rev Rob Buchan on our YouTube Channel—Lismore Regional Mission. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH A letter box drop of newsletters has been organised. 

NEWSLETTERS We are seeking contributions from as many members as possible, this could be in 
the form of a joke, anecdote, or even let us know of any special events: birthdays, anniversaries, 
etc.  We hope to share in all the joys of life as we remain physically distanced but socially  
connected.  If you do not wish to receive the Newsletter please send a request to opt out to the 
Church Office.  Email to lismoreuc@gmail.com with the subject NEWSLETTER. 

CHURCH OFFICE will remain open as long as possible, however some changes have been made.  
OPEN OFFICE HOURS ARE NOW 9:00 am—12:00 pm, lunch break will be 12:00—12:30, then the 
office doors will be locked until 3:30 pm.  Evelyn will be in the office until 3:30 pm to answer your 
calls. So if you do require any information or prayers please contact the office on 6621 5801. 

RED DOVE CAFÉ trading is suspended.   
CENTER SHOP trading is suspended. 
FOOD PANTRY Operations are now suspended 

We look forward to your support of these activities of your church when we return at a date 
hopefully in the not too distant future.  

WELFARE is now only offered between 10:00 am—12:00.  We are using up what stock we have 
and Barry and Diane Perry have made up some hampers using Food Pantry Stocks.  This will  
operate for as long as we can or until stock runs out. 

OFFERINGS While the office is open you are invited to continue your weekly  
offering, which can be brought into the office between 9:00 am—12:00pm. This may be helpful 
for those who have giving envelopes these envelops can be obtained at the Church Office. Or you 
may wish to consider the Direct Giving or Direct Deposit Options (see below).  

DIRECT GIVING PROCESS—A growing number of our congregation members are now using the 
Direct Giving method for their offerings. This process is by way of electronic automated transfer 
from your bank account for the specific amount of your offering contribution.  A simple form 
needs to be completed by the giver providing bank details and your consent for this process to be 
activated. With weekly worship services now suspended until further notice, this method of  
giving might be suitable to ensure your offering is still received for God’s work and mission. 
Should you wish to arrange to do this the forms are available from the office. These are available 
from the office should anyone require them.   



DIRECT DEPOSIT—This option allows you to make transfers from your bank account into the  
Lismore Regional Mission account. You can transfer your desired amount and you can change this 
amount as your personal situation changes.  There are no forms to fill out.  Please use the  
following details: 

Account: Lismore Regional Mission 

BSB 634 634 
Acc 1000 30310 
Reference: Tithings or Offerings 

We would like to encourage people to maintain their giving in this time.  

EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICE—BEXHILL OAC 7.00am. CANCELLED.   

LIVE STREAMING SERVICES:  The website has details of all churches across not only the NSW/ACT 
Synod, but the whole Assembly, who are posting live streaming services. This can be found at 
www.lismoreregionalmission.wordpress.com/weekly-worship-resources.  On the website you will 
also find the newsletters from the Synod which has links to live services as well, this can be found 
under Church Newsletters.  Also you will find current the Northern Light there. 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

GOOD FRIDAY 

10 Apr Is 52:13-53:12 

  Ps 22 

  Heb 10:16-25 

  John 18:1–19:42 

EASTER SUNDAY 

12 Apr Acts 10:34-43 

  Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 

  Col 3:1-4 

  John 20:1-8 

19 Apr Acts 2:14, 22-32 

  Ps 16 

  1 Pt 1:3-9 

  John 20:19-31 

Remote Supply Minister: Rev Rob Buchan (contact details listed pg 3) 

Current Ministry Team: Rev G Newell, Rev E Fragar, B Perry, J Mace, C Beck. 

Office/Pastoral Support Assistant: Mrs Evelyn Daley. 

Office Hours: 9.00 am to 3:30 pm Monday to Friday. 

Website: www.lismoreregionalmission.wordpress.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/lismoreregionalmission 

Red Dove Café: Suspended 

Red Dove Op Shop: Suspended. 

Emergency Number: 6626 6933  Prayer Chain: John Mace 6628 2392 

Items for this newsletter to volunteers email: lucvolunteers@gmail.com 

DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS -12 NOON TUESDAY. 


