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Ballina Uniting Church triple celebration  

This is our Centenary Year, and it certainly got off on the right 
foot with celebrations in abundance! 

Saturday 15 February 2020, was a great day in the life of the 
Ballina Uniting Church as we held a triple celebration - a  
Centenary Year milestone, recognition of our First People and 
greatest of all, the Ordination of  Rev. Pablo Nunez, another 
history making event in the life of Ballina Uniting Church. 

Rev. Bill Fischer presided over this service with sensitivity and 
joy and the church was filled to capacity, as Pablo’s friends 
travelled from near and far to join the celebration. 

Rev. John Edwards introduced the celebrations, sharing a 
short history of the beginnings of Ballina UC as a Methodist 
Church and the stories around the laying of the foundation 
stone one hundred years ago, on 14 February 1920.   

He also shared that back in 1920, the Indigenous people of the 
area, the Bundjalung Nation, were not acknowledged in any 
way and we at Ballina UC in 2020, in striving to rectify that 
oversight, had a plaque prepared for hanging in the foyer of 
our church recognising the First People, as we work towards 
reconciliation with our own Indigenous community.  

John then invited Rev. Dorothy Harris to bring a ‘Welcome to  
Country’, and Aunty Dorrie also brought with her a small 
group who sang a song in native language, which was warmly 
welcomed and received. 
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Ordination of two Ministers in the Far North Coast Presbytery  

Rev. Pablo Nunez  Rev. Phillip Dokmanovic  

A Day Of Celebration 
 

On 29th February we celebrated the ordination of  
Rev. Phil Dokmanovic and his induction into his  
continued ministry in the Byron Shire Uniting Churches. 
This was a great day of celebration for Phil, his family, 
the churches of the Byron Shire, and the Far North Coast 
Presbytery. Phil, and his wife Greer, have been serving in 
the churches of Byron Bay, Bangalow, Brunswick Heads 
and Mullumbimby for just over 4 years now.  
 
With Phil’s ordination and induction they are now able 
to continue their ministry into the years ahead in this 
unique and deeply spiritual part of our Presbytery. 
 
Phil brings many gifts to the Church and the Far North 
Coast, including wise and steady leadership, thoughtful 
and Christ-centered teaching, and engaging and fresh 
music and worship. In his ordination service we heard of 
Phil’s journey to ordination and the many people who 
have inspired and shaped his path. We are reminded 
that each of us have a part to play in not only  
being obedient to the call on our own lives, but also in  
mentoring, inspiring and encouraging others in their 
path. As Phil himself quoted, “What is the ocean but a 
multitude of drops.” 
 

We are blessed to have Rev. Phil serve with us in the  
Far North Coast Presbytery. May we each be encouraged 
and inspired by this celebration. And may we each  
continue to hear and follow the call of God on our lives, 
as we worship, witness and serve together as pilgrims on 
the way. 
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Rev. Bill Fischer then presided over the Ordination of  
Pastor Pablo Nunez.  This was a joyous occasion for all  
present.  Our Presbytery Secretary, Sue Duncan, introduced 
Pablo and gave a short Narration of Steps – Pablo’s journey 
to this point.  

Pablo’s children, Isabella and Santiago Nunez delivered the 
Bible Readings.   

Rev. Stuart Cameron from 
Newlife Robina brought a  
wonderful message to both 
the church community and 
to Pablo personally.   This 
message also touched the 
lives of those stepping out in 
faith and ministry as they 
have new beginnings in their 
walk with the Lord. 

Our choir sang ‘On Eagles 
Wings’, Pablo’s friends  
Rev. Esteban Lievano and his 
wife Kemeri sang a hymn in Spanish, our Singing Group led 
the hymns and praises, the music was both spirit filled and 
joyful. 

A diverse group of people, from the Presbytery and  
prominent in Pablo’s life, came forward to lay hands upon 
him and prayed for him in many represented languages.   

It was most appropriate that Rev. John Edwards led the 
‘Charge’, as he has ably walked beside, guided and  
supported Pablo throughout his three years as our student 
Pastor. 

At the declaration of ordination Pablo was greeted with a 
standing ovation, it was evident that the Holy Spirit was 
present, with much warmth, inclusion, joy and love  
emanating throughout the building!    

The Ordination over, the Induction began again with  
Rev. Bill Fischer officiating. Our Presbytery Deputy Chairs 
shared in the prayers for the Nunez Family and for the  
Ballina and Lennox Head Congregations and communities. 

Rev. Pablo then presided over a special Communion as his 
first duty as a Minister of the Word in the Uniting Church 
with Rev’s Stuart Cameron, Esteban Leivano, John Edwards 
supporting Pablo as communion servers. 

Rev. Pablo then escorted Rev. Dorothy Harris to unveil the 
‘Towards Reconciliation’ plaque, now hanging proudly in the 
church foyer. 

History was made this day, 15 February 2020, as Pablo is the 
first minister ordained into ministry in Ballina Uniting 
Church, he is also the first Latino minister in placement at 
Ballina UC, and to date, is only the fourth Latino ordained 
Minister of the Word in the wider Uniting Church. 
 

Rev. Pablo Nunez took up a 100% placement at Ballina UC 
commencing on 1 March 2020. 

 
 
 

Photos from the Ordination Ceremony for  
Rev. Phillip Dokmanovic  
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This is a big year for us ….., our building has survived and we 
can now celebrate 100 years of worship within these walls. 

Our Celebrations began with an ordination, celebrating the 
unveiling of the Foundation Stone, unveiling the plaque  
recognising our Indigenous brothers and sisters of the 
Bundjalung Nation and the induction of a full-time Minister 
of the Word, Rev. Pablo Nunez ….. and it’s only March! 

Later this year, on the weekend of 26/27 September 2020, 
we will celebrate the Centenary of the first service  
dedicated to the worship of our God.  

Please add this weekend date to your diary and plan positively to come along and join our celebrations!    

If you are a former member and would like to share some memories to add to our celebration booklet,  please 
contact Mary Birch 0467 163 991 or email marybirch1250@gmail.com or  
Rev. John Edwards on 0428305426 or email jedw7616@bigpond.net.au  
 

To God be the glory, not only great but amazing things He has done!  
 
 
 
 
 

On Friday 6th March Kingscliff was the host church for the World Day of Prayer.  

This is held every year with a different host church each time. 

We had over 100 persons in attendance representing  

7 Tweed Coast churches as well as a few persons from  

4 churches from further up the coast. It was a wonderful  

ecumenical gathering. The people of Zimbabwe, formerly 

Rhodesia,  organised the  Order of Service. Each year a 

different country has this responsibility. With the folding 

dividing wall opened between our church and adjacent hall 

the space was decorated beautifully with the flags of  

Zimbabwe as well as large colourful prints of scenes from Zimbabwe and flowers. Tables were decorated with 

green and red cloths with miniature flags.  

Mrs Shyne Mupunga who lives locally was our guest speaker. 

Shyne started with the singing of a short song in English and then her local bislama language. She spoke of the 

hardships of women who have a child with special needs, such as cerebral palsy and the like, who get no  

assistance from Government and in some cases whose husbands abandon them. It was an inspiring talk and the 

offering amounted to $1,200.00 which will be sent to the Bible Society for distribution to such women. Shyne 

spoke of the wonderful opportunities we have here in Australia and how thankful she is that she and her family 

made the decision to settle in Australia and have been accepted so well. Shyne’s husband is a specialist at  

Lismore Base Hospital and Shyne trained as a nurse. Shyne’s message had a profound effect on us all and made us 

all realise just how much we have to be thankful for.  A sumptuous morning tea was enjoyed by all.  

 

The Seventh Day Adventist is the host church for 2021 recognising the country, Vanuatu.  

Ballina Uniting Church Congregation Centenary Celebrations 
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World Day of Prayer  
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