
 Sunday 19th April 2020 

John 20:19-31 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called 

the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So 

the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 

not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come 

to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name.  

 

  



“Your turn now.” 
John leaves out 

the amazement, 
the fear, 

the disbelief 
in their own sanity, 

and gets right  
to the point. 

 
“It’s your turn now.” 

 
This ragged bunch of followers 

who have tagged along, 
listened, 

wondered, 

mulled over 
the nature of this man. 

Who have walked 
and wondered 

and watched – 
and been broken … 

Gathered 
with doors locked 

for fear … 
 

The world is different. 
Just give them time 

to adjust to the 
“no Jesus” world … 

 

And he’s suddenly here! 
He shows his battle wounds, 

and they rejoice –  
but that’s not the end of the story. 

 
“It’s your turn now.” 

 
This amazing man 

has brought healing, 
and reconciliation 

and hope 
and love 

into a dark world. 
He has brought 

wholeness, 

peace, 
meaning 

into the world  
of this motley crew.  

 
He has brought them along, 

taught them, 
struggled with them, 

set their feet 
on this different way. 

And today empowers them. 
 

It’s their turn. 
They will be  

the eyes of Jesus to see, 
the ears of Jesus to hear, 

the heart of Jesus to love, 

the generosity of Jesus to forgive 
the feet of Jesus to walk alongside, 

the hands of Jesus to heal. 
 

“It’s your turn now”. 
 

We rejoice in Easter; 
“Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” 
 

But this rejoicing  
is empty 

until we take the mantle. 
 

It’s our turn now. 

We have been empowered. 
We are to be 

the eyes of Jesus to see, 
the ears of Jesus to hear, 

the heart of Jesus to love, 
the generosity of Jesus to forgive 

the feet of Jesus to walk alongside, 
the hands of Jesus to heal. 

 
Christ is alive in my heart; 

Christ is alive in my house; 
Christ is alive in my neighbourhood; 

Christ is alive in my country; 
Christ is alive in my world; 

Alleluia! 
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