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John 17:1-11 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

 

 

 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said,  

‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you,  

2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him.  

3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  

4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do.  

5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed.  

 

6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now 
they know  

that everything you have given me is from you;  

8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth  

that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  

9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 
whom you gave me, because they are yours. 1 

0All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  

11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you.  

Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, 
as we are one.  
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John’s Gospel is thick with theology, and with literary tools that help this theology stand out in 3 
dimensions.  Today’s reading is typical of this.  So I have tried to shine a light on this by my graphics 
of the previous page. 

If it makes sense to you (!), check out how I have dealt with this passage, and then go on to my 
meditation below: 

 

Jesus prays. 
About “glorifying” 
About shining the light. 
Did you see Jesus? 
Did you see him, 
with the light of God 
shining through him? 
 
He shone the light of God 
into our world, 
and now he’s leaving. 
But this light-shining follows him 
even into the very presence of God – 
even into the brilliance of the God-light itself. 
 
Do you see it? 
Do you wonder? 
Here is the Truth. 
It is a truth beyond – 
beyond even the grave. 
Beyond life, 
and the grave – 
even beyond the leaving 
of the one who is the light. 
It is a loving, light-filled, glorious 
life-beyond-life. 
 
But does it leave you hollow? 
This love-God-light; 
this glory which is leaving? 
Come on! 
Don’t let this 
cause despair! 
His love-God-light goes with him, 
but it stays too! 
In me! 
In you! 
 
 
 

In our being – 
our love-light-God being, 
we shine also. 
God’s glory, 
even God’s name – 
God’s very basis of being. 
We are to be protected, 
so that the love-light-glory of God 
is planted 
most surely 
in our world. 
 
And the result? 
We have the same relationship 
with him 
as he has 
with Father God; 
and we have this relationship also 
with each other. 
 
Wow! 
I’m so please he came 
and showed us the God-glory. 
And I’m so pleased he went, also, 
to strike this God-glory in me 
and in you, 
and in all of us 
together. 
 
What a blessing! 
And what a responsibility! 
And we are empowered 
to live up to this gift. 
 
Amen – and Amen! 
 
 Elaine Fragar, Easter 2020 


